
[image: ]The Parish of St Maximilian Kolbe                                                                 Newsletter Feast of the Holy Family – 31st December 2023
Tel: 01928 577755
Email p.wright557@btinternet.com Website saint-maximilian-kolbe.org
[image: A person and person holding a baby

Description automatically generated]Prayer Line on 07443 639416 all calls treated confidentially.YouTube

Masses from St. Edward’s are streamed live on our YouTube page – Saint Maximilian Kolbe Parish Masses from Holy Spirit will be streamed on our Facebook Page

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZaCv2yYfq39wZY2phiaymg 


New Year Blessing for Homes and Doorways
This blessing is associated with the Magi – Caspar, Melchior and Balthazar. Inscribing the following over each doorway asks for the intercession of the Magi for the family during the coming year. The letters also form an acronym for an appropriate prayer – 
Christus mansionem benedicat – May Christ bless this house.

20 + C + M + B + 24

Beit Sahour School in Bethlehem – Christmastide Collection
We received an email from Beit Sahour School in Bethlehem recently, wishing us well for the Christmas Season and also outlining their current situation:
“In these challenging times The Greek Catholic Patriarchate School in Beit Sahour remains committed to providing education as a source of hope and resilience for our students. We grapple with concerns regarding the safety of our students within and on their way to school. Due to the current war and when in-person attendance is not possible, we’ve transitioned to online teaching, a mode of education that poses its own unique set of challenges.”
With this in mind we would like to try and support the school as much as possible. There will be a collection basket at the back of our church buildings throughout Advent/Christmas, let’s continue to support our Catholic brothers and sisters in Bethlehem, who hold us close to their hearts

THANK YOU!
Many thanks to all who have made our buildings look so spectacular and all who worked to make sure everything was prepared for our Christmas Celebrations! They were truly joy and Spirit filled!
Thank you, also, for your generosity with the numerous gifts and Christmas greetings! As we approach 2024, be assured of my prayers and may the Holy Spirit bless you all in the coming year. Fr. Peter  
Fuel for Fr. Peter’s Wood Burner

If anyone has any real Christmas trees or untreated wood that they need to dispose of, Fr. Peter will be happy to take them for his wood burner. Trees and wood will need to be dropped off at St. Edward’s church. Thank you in advance for your contributions!
Join us as we continue to Celebrate the CHRISTMAS SEASON 2023/4
New Year’s Day 1st January 12 noon
St Edward’s Mass for the Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God
Join us in St Edward’s for Christmas Carols on Sunday 7th January 2024 
on the Solemnity of the Epiphany at 3.00 pm


Preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation
Please keep in your prayers our candidates as they prepare to receive
the Sacrament of Confirmation.
The upcoming dates for preparation are as follows:

14th January 2024: Youth Alpha will begin weekly 3:00pm-4:30pm in St. Edward’s Hall 
Mass of Confirmation – 7th March 2024 at St. Edward’s

All those from year 8 (this September) upwards, are invited to celebrate Mass with us each week. Adults who have not yet received the Sacrament are also invited to join us. Please speak with 
Fr Peter or Clare and we’ll introduce you to some support material we will be using. 

Easyfundraising
A cheque for £51.30 has been received by the Parish from Easyfundraising. When shopping online to raise more funds at no extra cost to yourself use this link to sign up to our cause: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ses/payments/6cd195/?utm_campaign=qp-nov-22&utm_source=email

Adult Formation

We will re-start our meetings on Monday 8th January 2024 at 7.00pm.
As we step into the New Year spending an hour reflecting on the Word of God would be a wonderful development in your spiritual life.
ALL ARE WELCOME!
If you have a bible please bring it, but there are always bibles in the sacristy you’ll be able to borrow.
Christmas Raffle
Thank you to everyone who has purchased numbers for this year’s Christmas raffle.
The prize winners are as follows:
1. Mike Edwards			7. Chris Bullock - Claimed
2. Irene & Peter - Claimed		8. Bob Wheelhouse - Claimed
3. Peter Wade - Claimed		9. Claire Grindley - Claimed
4. Colette Radcliffe - Claimed	10. Cheryl Clear - Claimed
5. Tilly McDermott - Claimed	11. Katy McGowan - Claimed
6. Marie Riley - Claimed		12. Les Burgess

The knitted crib winner was Hilda Cavangher - Claimed
Runcorn Food Bank
The foodbank are currently requesting donations of:

Tinned Meat, Tinned Fish, Fruit Juice, Sponge Puddings, Rice Puddings, Custard, Long Life Milk, Coffee, Tinned Tomatoes, Tinned Soup, Tinned Vegetables, Shampoo, Shower Gel, Deodorant

Please consider supporting the Foodbank financially, as an alternative to giving food as they can focus on the items that are low in stock. 100% of all financial donations spent on food.

Please keep the following in your Prayers!
Vova, Coleen Shaw, Jacqui Dunn, Patrick Brolly, Catherine Harrison, Pauline Hanlon, Barbara Burgess, Maureen Pattinson, Darren Brown, Mrs Christina Stone
If you would like to add a person’s name to the prayer list, please pass it into one of the sacristies. 
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